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K P MUNIRATHNAM

kpmunirathnam@hormail.com

Bfeck T, Fermwoed Terrace, 1 7-02, Fermwond Towers, Singapore-4 58533
Mabile: +65 023605 ]; Phome: +65 6A44IT06, 65 65322967;  Fax: +AR157819

1™ e 2014

Dear Sri Goreti Sri Ramarae Garu,

I thank you for the affectionate letter dated 21" May 2014. T may kindly be excused for
not replying fo you in Telugu, T was indeed very happy to speak to you on phone this
afternoon and overwhelmed fo know your welfare. My wife Kiranmayee joins me in
wishing you many more years of active, peaceful, pleasant and prosperous life.

I abways admire your unstinted efforts to bring out Pramukkandhra every maonth
regularly for the last 20 years. 1 appreciate your love for Telugu language, Telugu
culture and Telugu people. 1 don't really miss you since you are always in touch with
us through Pramukhandhra.

We meet Mrs. & Prof BVR Chowdary, Mrs, & Mr T Prakash Rao and other friends
regularly and they all fondly vecollect memories and  time spent with you duving world
telugn federation meet held in Singapore in 2002, Mr. Avimilli Radhakrishne former
Singapore Telugu Samajam President is now MLA of Tanuwku, Mr. Vamaraju Satya
Murthy now lives in Hyderabad.

We are happily setiled in Singapove. Both my daughter and son also live in Singapore
and both af them are bessed with daughters, We have rwo grand-daughters aged 5 & 3
vears and they keep us husy and active,

All my family members join me in conveying warm regards to you and your family
members.

Yours affectionately
!

3|
B>

K P MUNIRATHNAM
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Chennai Telugu word, nothing Tamil about it: Historian

AT Salu | 1w

Chennai: What does Chennai
mean? The question troubled
Paris-based historian J B P
Morequitea lot, After painstak-

ing research, he found the in-

swer
In his recently released
book, titled 'Origin and Foin-
dation of Madras', More says,
“Chinapatnam and Chennapat-
Inam were the other names for
Madraz used by Tamil and Te-
lugzu settlers in the area. Chen-
napatnam was ‘Tamilised’ as
Chennai but the word didn't
mean anything in Tamil. It's
undoubtedly a Telugu word.”
Madraspatnam wasderived

Chinapatnam and Chennapatnam were
the other names for Madras used by Ta-

JBPMore | stomu

from Medu Rasa Patnam, said
More, who was in Chennai on
Saturday to release his book.
“When Nayak Venkatappa (a
localchieftain) issued a grant(a
portion of the area where sub-
sequently Fort St George came

Telugu settlers inthe
area. Chennapatnam was ‘Ta-
milised’ as Chennai but the word
didn't mean anything in Tamil. It's

- undoubtedly a Telugu word

up) in favour of the English in
1634, only Madraspatnam was
mentioned in it. But during the
16408, two new names for Ma-
draspatmam or for the area in-
habited by Tamils and Telugus
around Fort St George seems to

have come into existence, They
were Chinapatnam and Chen-
napatnam,” hesaid.

Chinapatnam would have
been the first name that would
have come into existence in the
Tamil-Telugu quarters to signi-
fy the Black Town of Madras-
patnam. "“‘Chenna’ in Telugu
means fair and is not to be con-
fused with the Tamil ‘Chinna’,
which means small. In Tamil,
‘Chenna’ is meaningless,” said
Mare.

He said in the Tamil Lexi-
con, the Tamil word “‘Cennai’
has been mentioned which
would signify "a drum an-
nouncing religions procession
of an idol’, More said there was

no reference in documents and
literature of the period to
‘Chennai’asadrum,

“In the document of Beri
Timanna, we find ‘Chenna’
written as ‘Chennai’. Thus
Chenna Kesava Perumal be-
came Chennai Kesaya Perumal
and Chennapatnam became
Chennai Pattanam, This seems
to be purely the wordt of a trans-
lator of the 19 gentury who
had preferred to Tamilise the
Telugn word “Chenna’ into
‘Chennai’ so it sounded more
Tamil," said More. “The word
‘Chennai’ scoms to have been
borntodesignate Madras town,
Its origin i= Telugn. There iz
nothing Tamilindt,” he added.
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